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DEPUTY CHAIRMAN'S
REPORT
For those who may not know, I
have taken on the role as Deputy
Chairperson and at times Acting
Chair while Grant is fighting the
good fight.
As the new season begins, so
does opportunity to offer more
to our members and to the
Community. Barefoot Bowls has
kicked off again, and our only
Friday night with decent weather
so far, was a big night for the
club. We had Live music thanks
to Suzie and our sponsor Ryman
Health Care [Kay Jeffs], and our
artist Fox, showcased how lucky
we are to have such great young
talent on the Peninsula. Every
rink on the bottom green was
being used, and great to see so
many young families.
John Steege's BBQ prowess
was on show keeping up with
demand. If you haven't tried his
Burgers with salad do yourself a
flavour each Friday night.
Thanks to the rest of our small
group of helpers: We can't do

these nights without you. We do
need more volunteers for future
Friday nights, so please put your
name down on the list provided
at the club when you can help.
Other weekly events include
Thursday night Joker Jackpot
which is now over $330. Also,
after Saturday Pennant, the BBQ
Dinner is available for $8. The
Joker Jackpot is drawn on these
nights.
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succumbed to Alzheimer’s
Disease.
Rest assured he never lost his
cheekiness! Farewell Ernie and
thanks for all you did for this
Club.
Cheers,
Danny Wynd.

Our figures show that there has
been downturn in members
frequenting the Bowls Club. Less
sales at the bar, harder to sell
raffle tickets, and less bowlers
participating on the green:
Socially and Pennant. All of this
adds up to pressure on the Club's
bottom line, so if anyone has any
ideas to revitalize the club,
please submit them in writing
(and signed) to our board.
Finally, I would like to
acknowledge the passing of one
of our past members, Ernie
Mitchell. My earliest memories
of this Club are coming down to
practice during the day, and
always seeing
Ernie at the
Club; either

working on
the greens or working
in the shed, and at 4:00... VB in
hand. I also helped look after
Ernie for 2 years as he slowly
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BOWLS COMMITTEE REPORT
Greetings everyone…yes,
greetings, Christmas is almost
upon us! Our Christmas Party is
on Saturday 14th December at
6.30pm, $25 a head for a
scrumptious 2-course meal,
dancing, Santa and fun. The list
is up for names on the Social
noticeboard. ALSO, please
donate to our Christmas raffles.
All things of a festive nature
accepted – thank you all in
advance!
Pennant is finally underway, and
the weather is playing havoc
already. With a cancelled day on
Saturday and lots of wind on
Wednesday [see page 4], it
certainly makes the game
challenging.
CONTINUED OVER/
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/MAXINE’S REPORT CONT

Betty Bradshaw’s rink had no
trouble winning by 21 against
Sorrento in Midweek Round 1,
and they took out Rink of the
Week (Jacky McKellar, Trevor
Stark, Anne Westbury and Betty)
– great results that round,
including 17 up from Shaun
Haywood’s rink in Division 2
Saturday.
Club Championships are
progressing well, with the Men’s
and Ladies’ Singles Finals being
played on 8th December at 1pm.
It is hoped there are lots of
members there to support all
players as they battle it out!
Mixed Pairs will be starting soon
with a lot of teams entered, great
to see. Shaun is doing a great job
in keeping tabs on games and
dates, well done Shaun.
Harcourts Triples is on Sunday
17th November at Somerville at
1pm. This event has run for
many years between Somerville,
Hastings and Balnarring, initially
sponsored by Don Hodgins, a
long-time resident of Hastings.
Harcourts happily took over
sponsoring the day five years
ago, and it has been great for us
to continue the association.
The Bowls Committee decided
last month, to alter the starting
time for Wednesday Open Triples
to 11.30am instead of 12.30pm
after comments from members.
We will also be playing two
games of nine ends, which should
accommodate more players from
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Tuesday to participate. Starting
from and including, Wednesday
13th November (Green Week), we
take to the green at 11.30am.
Please enter your name or team
next time you’re at the Club.
Our Committee also discussed
changing afternoon tea for
Saturday Pennant from
sandwiches to biscuits and cake.
All Clubs that we play were
notified by email or post to this
effect, given that the expectation
was that Balnarring would
provide “lunch”. Our logic in
making this decision was that
with the later start to Saturday
games, and the reduction to 21
ends, we would be having a
break less than two hours after
players would have had lunch.
Our thoughts are with Grant and
Suzie Powell at present, with
Grant battling serious illness. We
certainly miss him at the Club
and on the green. Suzie
continues to “recruit” new
sponsors and greet everyone
who walks into the Club on
Friday nights – they treat Suzie
like family. Grant and Suze are
one wonderful couple we are so
lucky to have in our Club and we
certainly wish them all the best.
[see page 7]
Maxine Stark
President
On behalf of the Bowls
Committee

SATURDAY PENNANT REPORT
I would just like to start by
introducing your Saturday
Pennant Selectors
Peter Doyle, Noeleen Thornell,
Bob French, Richard Benwell and
myself Tim Smith as chair.
We will be working closely
together to give our club the best
chance of bringing home a flag.
Due to various reasons we were
only able to enter 3 teams this
year, division 2 -division 3 – and
division 4. We will however
endeavour to do some rotation,
so please bear with us.
There have been a few rule
changes this season the main
ones being, we only play 21 ends,
start time is 1pm, no speed of
the greens and you can have a
practice roll up at home and
away clubs from 11.30 until
12.15 pm.
We organised to play 2 practice
matches this year. The first
against Mt Eliza and then
Mornington Civic, thank you to
both of these clubs for this
opportunity.
CONTINUED OVER/
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Also, we had lots of bowlers still
away on their holidays etc. We
had a few bowlers who are not
playing Saturday Pennant who
very kindly fill in so we can make
up 3 teams. Thank you to these
people.

WINDY WEDNESDAY

If you have any issues with
selection, please come in and talk
to us. We meet around 4-5 pm
on a Monday night, or you will
always find at least one selector
around the club. We are all here
for our club.
We wish all Balnarring teams the
best of luck for the upcoming
season.
Let us all enjoy our games and
good bowling.
Tim Smith.
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HOWE – TWEEDIE ‘ARM TOURNAMENT’ THURSDAY 3RD OCTOBER
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As this is our last Rink Link for the
year
Merry Xmas and a Happy New
Year to All
Bob Brown
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It cannot happen unless we
continue to grow
IT IS MY OPINION THAT
WITHOUT A SUBSTANTIAL
INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP THIS
CLUB WILL NOT SURVIVE FOR
MORE THAN A DECADE.
There is a need for action. TODAY
will not be soon enough
I and Board members are happy
to discuss this issue further
should you desire

OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S
REPORT
The past two months have been
reasonably steady doing
paperwork with most of the
correspondence being with
Mornington Shire and our NBN
provider.
We had a fault with the NBN and
in an effort to fix the fault we
discovered two extra pits in the
car park. We are awaiting
instruction on what action is to
be taken with them.
Our meeting room and office
have had a big clean out…many
thanks to Danny for his efforts.
We now have EFTPOS facilities at
the bar for your convenience.
Please keep your eyes open for
upcoming Bulletins for working
bees. Most of the work will
involve painting, which, if we get
enough volunteers it should only
require a couple of hours of your
time
Fliers will be put out shortly for
our Christmas function on the
14th December. It would be great
if we had a full house so I hope as
many members and guests as
possible will come along for a
great night.

Harold Weber

OUR FINANCE OFFICER
REPORT
Over the past few years I have
reported at the AGM's a need for
this Club to grow its membership
There has NOT been a net
increase despite the efforts of a
few.
Membership means income,
Membership Fees; Bar sales;
Bowling fees etc.
There is no getting away from
the fact that our general
expenses keep rising. Yes, the
solar panels helped, the new
green reduces Green
maintenance, Our maintenance
group saves us a lot, but still we
need more.
MEMBERSHIP IS WHAT IT IS ALL
ABOUT
A Club is a group of likeminded
individuals coming together to
pursue a common interest.
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FROM ROBBIE STEEGE,
SOCIAL COMMITTEE
CUP DAY
Despite the disappointment of
having to cancel the lunch, we
ended up with about 25 people
at the club to enjoy the races,
enter the sweeps and play a few
casual ends of bowls. Everyone
brought snacks and it was great
fun as we drew the sweeps and
had imaginary bets on the races
leading up to the Cup.
John Steege won the big sweep
and Marg Smith won everything
else.

CONTINUED OVER/

BALNARRING BOWLS & SOCIAL CLUB INC. [ESTABLISHED 1983]

NOVEMBER 2019

/ROBBIE CONTINUES

Huge thanks to Frank Frankcom
who put in a lot of work to get
the sweeps up and running and
with Bobby Brown as his
penciller, it all went very
smoothly.
It’s a great day and it would be
good to see more of you at the
Club next year!

CAN YOU HELP?
THIS IS ALAN HOSKIN’S LAST
PRODUCTION OF RINK LINK

Next up – the Christmas Party!!!
The boxes for raffle donations
are at the club now and we will
be supplementing the prizes with
funds from last year’s great Joker
Jackpot. The sheet for bookings is
also on the Social Committee
board, book now to avoid
disappointment.

[HE AGREED TO DO IT FOR 2 YEARS]

DO YOU HAVE COMPUTER/PUBLICATION SKILLS?
ALAN IS HAPPY TO HELP YOU GET GOING
THERE ARE EXCELLENT TEMPLATES AROUND WITH GREAT
IDEAS FOR LAYOUT ETC.

Robbie Steege
0417336663
uvva82@gmail.com

PLEASE KEEP OUR CHAIRMAN GRANT POWELL
AND SUZIE AND THEIR FAMILY IN YOUR THOUGHTS/PRAYERS

YOU MIGHT LIKE TO USE THIS ACTIVITY OR SOMETHING SIMILAR:
THINK OF SOMEONE YOU LOVE WHOSE MEMORY FILLS YOU WITH LOVE, JOY AND PEACE.
REFLECT ON, AND EXPERIENCE THAT LOVE FOR A WHILE. NOW EXTEND THAT LOVE TO THE POWELL FAMILY.
ONE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT WRITERS SAID, ‘YOU HELP US BY YOUR PRAYERS’.
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David has agreed to become a
sponsor of our club, therefore
becoming a person of great
significance to us all!

FARE THEE WELL DEAR
EDITOR …..
Balnarring Bowls & Social Club
has been blessed to have the
services of our erudite member,
Alan Hoskin, as Editor of Rink
Link. Alan has completed his twoyear term in this role and sadly
this is his final edition.
The most important requirement
for members of a club like ours is
communication, and thanks Alan
for keeping us informed. You
have reported good news with
humour; achievements with
applause; not-so-happy times
with grace and warmth.
Thank you for being the best
‘boss’ to this sub-editor.
Blessings bountiful to you and
Phillippa, and thanks for your
loving care and belief that
miracles do come true!
SUZIE CONTINUES
SPONSORSHIP

The greatest pleasure of our
meeting though, was David’s
admiration of our greens and
especially our lovely gardens. He
was complementary of the work
put in by our volunteers who
have created and maintained the
lovely outlook we sometimes
forget to admire. David wished to
pass on his heartfelt
congratulations to our Monday
morning group.
Some of our members are
already clients of David’s firm,
and for those who are not and
may need some legal advice you
can contact David, Rachel or
Marie on 5979 2955 or call in to
the office at 2 High Street
Hastings.
A reminder that Wise & Co
Dispensary in Balnarring Village
now offers seniors discount of
5% each Thursday. Tony has been
a sponsor for more years than we
can remember – probably 14.
Thanks to Tony and his fabulous
staff for their support.
Suzie Powell

ANNE WESTBURY WRITES
Have you noticed that the
Monday morning volunteers who
keep our clubs’ grounds and
surrounding gardens in good
order, have shrunk in numbers?
Probably not, because like me
you are not around at 8 am on
Monday mornings to see who
they are and what they do.
However, when I arrive here on
Tuesday morning for Mid-Week
Pennant the grounds look
amazing. Visiting clubs always
comment on how beautiful the
grounds and surrounds look.
John Forster who co-ordinates
the very small group of
volunteers has a list of jobs that
are needed to be done but the
task is too onerous for the very
small number of volunteers we
have at present. Would you like
to volunteer? See Bob Browns’
article for more information.
In the meantime, the club has
applied for a grant from the
Federal “Stronger Communities
Grants”. This was by invitation
from Greg Hunt.

It was my great pleasure to
welcome David Gibbs to the club
recently. He was accompanied by
Rachel Johnson and Marie Rose,
two of his staff members from
David Gibbs & Associates,
Lawyers.

CONTINUED OVER/
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The initial paperwork was
accepted and, further, more
detailed information was
submitted. The Grant is to
replace the seating at the north
and south ends of the top green.
This will enhance the area,
providing seating with backs that
are very stable and will not tip
but the best part is that they are
made from recycled waste plastic
and have a life expectancy of 40
years. To ease the burden on the
volunteers, it means no more
painting or repairing of the bench
seating. An annual clean up with
a hose is all that is required.

soon through Maxine’s regular
bulletins.
Anne

The ‘Stronger Communities
Grant’ will pay up to 50% of the
cost of supplying the seating and
Bob will organise working bees to
put together the seating later in
the new year. I [Anne] am

planning on having a car
boot sale at the club as a
fundraiser towards the
clubs’ share of the costs.
So please if you are thinking of
decluttering please put your
items aside and think of booking
a space for your car or
alternately you may wish to
donate items for sale. Don’t
throw out what you want to
discard as it may become
treasure for someone else. We
are hoping to plan this for over
the school holidays about midJanuary. More information and
details of the day will come out
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Senior citizens are constantly being criticized for every
conceivable deficiency of the modern world, real or imaginary.
We know we take responsibility for all we have done and do not blame others.
HOWEVER, upon reflection, we would like to point out that it was
NOT the senior citizens who took:
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
God

melody out of music,
pride out of appearance,
courtesy out of driving,
romance out of love,
commitment out of marriage,
responsibility out of parenthood,
togetherness out of the family,
learning out of education,
service out of patriotism,
Golden Rule from rulers,
nativity scene out of cities,
civility out of behavior,
refinement out of language,
dedication out of employment,
prudence out of spending,
ambition out of achievement or
out of government and school.

And we certainly are NOT the ones who eliminated patience and tolerance
from personal relationships and interactions with others!!
And, we do understand the meaning of patriotism,
and remember those who have fought and died for our country.
Just look at the Seniors with tears in their eyes and pride in their hearts
as they stand at attention with their hand over their hearts!
YES, I'M A SENIOR CITIZEN!
I'm the life of the party.....Even if it lasts until 8 p.m.
I'm very good at opening childproof caps..... With a hammer.
I'm awake many hours before my body allows me to get up.
I'm smiling all the time because I can't hear a thing you're saying.
I'm sure everything I can't find is in a safe secure place, somewhere.
I'm wrinkled, saggy, lumpy, and that's just my left leg.
I'm beginning to realize that aging is not for wimps.
Yes, I'm a SENIOR CITIZEN and I think I am having the time of my life!
Now if I could only remember who sent this to me, I wouldn't send it back to them,
but I would send it to many more too!
Spread the laughter - Share the cheer
Let's be happy - While we're here.

GO SENIORS!

AND THANKS TO THE MEMBER
10
WHO CONTRIBUTED THIS ARTICLE.

